
Washington Adventist Hospital 
emergency facility unlikely

By Virginia Myers

With a new president, Erik Wangsness, 
at the helm since September, Washington 
Adventist Hospital is continuing its quest 
to move from its century-old home in Ta-
koma Park to a projected 49-acre campus 
in White Oak. Robert Jepson, vice presi-
dent of business development at Washing-
ton Adventist, told City Council on Sept. 

15 that hospital administrators still plan 
to leave several facilities in Takoma Park 
to meet local health care demand, should 
the Maryland Health Care Commission 
approve their plan. 

Due to a relatively recent state law, how-
ever, it seems unlikely that the remaining 
facilities will include an emergency room.

Developers eye 
Takoma Junction

By Virginia Myers

The possibility of building a retail/resi-
dential complex at Takoma Junction is in-
creasing, and on Sept. 23 residents came 
out in droves, spilling out of the Commu-
nity Center auditorium to hear about four 
different visions for the property. They 
lined up again to offer mostly critical com-
ments at a City Council meeting Sept. 29.

Four development groups presented four 
very different possibilities for the site, a 
city-owned lot situated between the Ta-
koma Park Silver Spring Food Co-op and 
the fire station at the intersection of Carroll 
Avenue and East West Highway/Route 410. 
Each included an expansion of the existing 
co-op, and three designed space for the Ta-
koma Children’s School as well. Both busi-
nesses were described in the request for 
proposals by the city as potential partners 
in any new design — though city manager 
Brian Kenner made it clear that the city did 
not require their inclusion. Developments 
were all mixed use and incorporated green 
building, in different ways.

Potential developers also shared some 
challenges: traffic, parking, and room for a 
co-op loading dock. Most of the presenters 
said they were confident that these issues 
would be solved as the development pro-
cess evolved, noting that the presentations 
were in the very early stages, with many 
details to come.

Beyond those commonalities, the visions 
for Takoma Junction differed remarkably. 

City administrators admitted that skip-
ping development altogether is another 
option. However, “A decision was made 
to move forward to at least see what other 
kinds of activities would be possible,” said 
city manager Brian Kenner.

The city will continue to encourage feed-
back as City Council moves forward. 

For descriptions of the proposals see 
pages 6 and 7. To see the Sept. 23 presen-
tation go to http://bit.ly/1rqs3HE.
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WHAT’S NEW?
Takoma Park Street Festival

Sunday, Oct. 5
10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Music, art, food and fun
Details, page 12

Takoma Junction Proposals
See pages 6, 7

Monster Bash
Saturday, Oct. 25

See page 8

Trash collection
No changes this month

On Sept. 13 sev-
eral Takoma Park 
residents performed as 
part of the Placehold-
ers project in the Long 
Branch neighborhood 
along Flower Avenue 
and Piney Branch 
Road. The site-specific 
dance performance/
art installation was 
created by two Uni-
versity of Maryland-
professors who are 
also Takoma Park 
residents—architect 
and installation art-
ist Ronit Eisenbach 
and contemporary 
dance artist Sharon 
Mansur. “Placehold-
ers” was designed as 
part of a campaign by 
faculty and students 
at U-Md, the Long 
Branch Business 
League, Montgomery 
Housing Partnership, 
Impact Silver Spring, 
and others to bring 
more attention to this 
urban niche on the city’s border, in advance of Purple Line transit construction. Other 
efforts have involved sculpture installations and public murals, Salsa nights and street 
parties. For more information, go to www.artinplace.wix.com/long-branch and www.
discoverlongbranch.com. From left, Jessie Laurita-Spanglet, Sarah Oppenheim, Meredith 
Bove and Lynne Price.                                                                      Photos by Zachary Z. Handler

City prepares ban on polystyrene packaging for eateries
By Nima Upadhyay and Brenda Platt

Since June 2010, Takoma Park has 
restricted the purchase of polysty-
rene  food service ware (plastic resin 
code #6, often called “Styrofoam”) by 
the city government. In June 2013, the 
City Council expanded the restriction 
to include food trucks, farmers’ market 

stands and festivals. 
Now Takoma Park is considering a 

further expansion of the ban to include 
all food-service facilities within the city. 
Councilmember Seth Grimes (Ward 1) 
has drafted the ordinance and named 
it “The Young Activist Act of 2014” as a 
tribute to the efforts of the Young Activ-
ist Club from Piney Branch Elementary 

School and its campaign to stop polysty-
rene use in the school and community. 
A public hearing on the matter is sched-
uled for Oct. 13 (see page 2 for details). 
If the measure passes, it would be effec-
tive July 1, 2015.

The proposed ordinance is a compo-
nent of the city’s effort to move toward 
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Friends to tackle  
“Don Quixote”

Professor Bruno Damiani will introduce Cervantes and “ Don 
Quixote” to  kick off the Friends Big Book Club discussion se-
ries Oct. 20 at 7:30 p.m. at Historic Takoma, 7328 Carroll Ave. 
Damiani is a prolific and popular scholar and teaches a course 
on Don Quixote at Catholic University. 

According to literary critic Harold Bloom, “Don Quixote” is 
the first modern novel, and only Shakespeare approaches Cer-
vantes in stature and genius.  “Like Shakespeare, Cervantes 
is inescapable  for all writers who have come after him…Cer-
vantes and Shakespeare, who died almost simultaneously, are 
the central western authors, at least since Dante, and no writer 
since has matched them,” he writes.

In her translation, Edith Grossman writes that Cervantes’ 
“writing is a marvel: it gives off sparks and flows like honey. 
Cervantes’ style is so artful it seems absolutely natural and in-
evitable; his irony is sweet-natured, his sensibility is sophisti-
cated, compassionate, and humorous.” 

And Thomas Mann wrote, “What a unique monument is this 
book!...How its creative genius, critical, free, and human, soars 
above its age!”

All are invited to attend this introductory talk and any of the 
discussions that will follow on Nov. 5 and 19, and Dec. 3. A 
limited number of copies of Don Quixote  in the Edith Gross-
man translation are available at the library for a three-week loan 
period. Contact Ellen Robbins at ellenr@takomaparkmd.gov  
for further information.

Friends to discuss  
Muriel Spark novel

On Wednesday, Nov. 12, the Friends Bi-Monthly Book Club 
will meet to discuss Muriel Spark’s novel, “Loitering With In-
tent.”

This is the author’s 16th novel, written in 1981, and short-list-
ed for the Booker Prize. “Miss Spark’s heroine – a young writer 
who lives on ‘the grubby edge of the literary world’ in postwar 
London – muses upon her condition, upon ‘how wonderful it 
feels to be an artist and a woman in the twentieth century,’ and 
upon the ‘doings of her days…rich with inexplicable life,’” ac-
cording to the New York Times. 

“ ‘Loitering with Intent,’ robust and full-blooded, is a wise 
and mature work, and a brilliantly mischievous one,” the Times 
continues. “It is about a writer’s love affair with art – about a 
writer’s purpose and method, about the sources from which an 
artist draws inspiration.” Time Magazine praised its “Unflag-
ging wit and inventiveness,” and The New Yorker called Spark 
the writer of “some of the best sentences in English.”

Our discussion will take place in the Community Center at 
7:30 p.m. All are welcome to join the Friends Reading Group 
discussions. 

A limited number of copies of “Loitering With Intent” will 
be available at the Library for a three-week borrowing period. 

About three years ago Maryland passed a morato-
rium on free-standing emergency rooms, and since 
the Adventist plan is to move the bulk of the hospi-
tal out, the emergency room could not remain. Two 
free-standing emergency facilities exist in Maryland 
as pilot projects, but the moratorium on new ones 
has not been lifted.

Washington Adventist does plan to leave a 24-hour 
urgent care clinic in Takoma Park, but the level of 
care at such a center would differ from an emergency 
room. Clinics typically accept patients with broken 
bones, general fever and malaise, cuts that need 
stitches and other common ailments. Freestanding 
emergency rooms could take patients who need am-
bulance transportation to reach them, but generally 
these facilities do not take patients who are likely to 
need admittance to a full-care hospital. 

Current plans are to maintain in Takoma Park a 
40-bed inpatient behavioral health unit; a 32 or 33-
bed inpatient rehab unit; a federally-qualified health 
care center (designed for people who lack insurance) 
that is currently operated by Community Clinics; 
and a women’s center clinic for prenatal and gyneco-
logical services for uninsured women, also currently 
operational. There would also be a new, primary 
care clinic as well. Some space would be shared with 
Washington Adventist University, and some would 
accommodate physician offices, and lab, radiology 
and pharmacy services. 

All of this is dependent on the Maryland Health 

Care Commission’s approval of the hospital’s Cer-
tificate of Need application. The document was filed 
on Sept. 30. This “certificate” must demonstrate that 
the hospital will meet community need for health-
care, and will be able to maintain and finance such 
services. It was modified and re-filed to conform to 
changes that were the result of the Affordable Care 
Act.

Jepson said he had no way of knowing whether 
the moratorium on free-standing emergency facili-
ties, which is applicable through 2015, would be lift-
ed. Currently there are three free-standing medical 
facilities in Maryland in Germantown,  and Queen 
Anne’s County, where the facilities are pilot projects, 
and in Prince George’s County, where the facility was 
to be part of a hospital complex that was never built. 
Guidelines for such facilities have not yet been de-
veloped, said Jepson. “We would be remiss to com-
mit to developing a satellite emergency department 
without knowing what those guidelines are, what 
the process is for reviewing projects [etc.],” he said. 

Instead, the hospital has focused on what it does 
know. It anticipates the walk-in clinic will be open 
24 hours a day, though hours may adjust as needed. 

Meanwhile, the hospital in White Oak is planned 
as an eight-story, 201-bed facility for a property at 
12100 Plum Orchard Drive, near the intersection 
of U.S. 29 and Cherry Hill Road. It is projected to 
cost $373 million; $34 million would be dedicated 
to renovations in Takoma Park. If approved, the plan 
could be completed by 2018. 
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a more sustainable future and protect public health, 
says Public Works director Daryl Braithwaite. Poly-
styrene, which is not recyclable, is made from sty-
rene – a known neurotoxicant that is classified as 
reasonably anticipated to be a human carcinogen 
(meaning there now is a huge body of evidence link-
ing styrene to human cancers). The proposed law 
will also support the city’s anti-litter campaign, as 
research shows that 15 percent of all litter in urban 
areas is polystyrene. 

If passed, the ordinance would prohibit food-
service facilities from using polystyrene-composed 
packaging or service ware when providing pre-
pared foods for on-site or take-away consumption. 
Takoma Park would assist food-service facilities in 
complying with the new regulation by distributing 
information about its details and providing educa-
tional materials describing non-polystyrene alterna-
tives. 

Violations of the law would result in a Class C 
municipal infraction, which carries at $200 fine for 
the first offense and a $400 fine for repeat offenses.

A public hearing on the ordinance is scheduled 
for Oct. 13. The first reading of the ordinance is 
scheduled before the City Council on Oct. 20, and 
a second reading would involve a final vote on the 
matter. Local businesses and residents are encour-
aged to participate and provide comments on the 
proposed ordinance. After having discussed various 
polystyrene regulations over the last several years, 
councilmembers have indicated that their constitu-
ents are, at this point, supportive of the measure.

Businesses and other venues affected by the 
proposed law

The proposed law would affect food-service fa-
cilities within the City of Takoma Park that prepare 
or sell food or drink for human consumption on or 
off premises. These include commercial enterprises 
such as restaurants, coffee shops, bakeries, retail 
markets, cafeterias, take-out counters, food trucks 
or stands, sidewalk or festival vendors or temporary 

stands, commercial kitchens, grocery stores, conve-
nience stores and catering operations. Institutions, 
hospitals, clubs, private schools, churches, camps, 
public buildings and city parks would also be cov-
ered. However, public schools are exempt as they 
are regulated by state law.

What is polystyrene food-service ware or 
packaging? 

Food-service ware is defined as utensils, cutlery, 
tableware, cups, lids and plates with which food or 
drink comes in contact during storage, preparation, 
service or consumption. Food packaging includes 
bags, boxes, wrappings, trays, “clamshell” contain-
ers, bottles and other containers with which food or 
drink comes in contact during storage, preparation, 
service or consumption.

Exceptions to the Law:
The proposed ordinance exempts the following: 
n polystyrene-packaged uncooked meat, fish, 

poultry or seafood for off-premises preparation and 
consumption

n factory-sealed, aseptically-packaged shelf-sta-
ble foods

n polystyrene-packaged raw eggs; and
n polystyrene coolers and ice chests
The proposed ordinance allows for a business to 

request a waiver for up to two years if owners be-
lieve there is a lack of alternatives to polystyrene, or 
for safety and health reasons. Businesses can also 
request an extension if they cannot comply with the 
requirements. 

The District of Columbia passed a law this past 
July that bans expanded polystyrene (commonly 
known as styrofoam).  Its polystyrene ban – Subtitle 
A of Title IV of a larger Sustainable D.C. Omnibus 
Amendment Act of 2014 – goes into effect January 
2016, with additional requirements for food-service 
ware to be recyclable or compostable by January 
2017. On Sept. 9, Montgomery County Council-
member Hans Reimer introduced legislation simi-
lar to the District’s for Montgomery County. His bill 
goes further by banning the bulk retail sale of sty-
rofoam products.
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– and have been used to provide Spanish and French Circle 
Time, original art and story for Summer Quest, crafts and spe-
cial performances and workshops, as well as refreshments for 
special events. 

Volunteers are sought to help at the sale in two hour shifts  
beginning at 8 a.m. 

8 – 10 a.m., set-up, mobilize tables, cartons of books – for 
those who are strong and fit!

10 a.m. – noon, busiest selling period, but lots of fun
Noon – 2 p.m., also a busy selling period, especially from 

noon to 1 p.m. Volunteers may also replenish books on tables.
2 – 4 p.m., slower from 2 to 3. At three we start packing up 

and taking books away – also for the strong and fit! You may 
volunteer to come at 3 p.m., just to help us break down.

 High school students may earn service learning hours for 
working at the sale. To volunteer, contact Ellen Robbins at el-
lenr@takomaparkmd.gov 

BOOK SALE
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